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Zak Noyle isn’t your typical extreme sports athlete. Considered one of the best surf photographer’s 
in the world, Zak lives his life on the edge. He is an outdoor photographer with a truly unique 
perspective on surf and sea. Based on the Hawaiian island of O’ahu, Zak spends countless hours in 
the water, creating dramatic imagery and artful interpretations of the world’s most magniicent ocean 
environment. 

Surf Photographer Zak Noyle is an island boy with a lifelong love of the sea. His father, seasoned 
commercial photographer Ric Noyle, introduced Zak to a camera at an early age and by the time 
he was a freshman at Punahou School, Zak was already a published photographer in ESPN, Sports 
Illustrated,Transworld Surf and many more. In 2010, at age 25, Zak left Transworld Surf, and was 
made senior staff photographer of the nationally distributed Surfer Magazine where he continues 
his professional career today. His contract work opportunities have taken him half way across the 
world and back, and have made it possible to photograph some of the most sought after locations 
in the world; from Tahiti, Indonesia, The Philippines, Western Australia, Puerto Rico and back home 
to Hawaii. Zak Noyle’s surf images can be seen in many high proile magazines such as National 
Geographic, London Times, ESPN and Surfer Magazine; he has been featured in advertising 
campaigns with clients such as Chanel, Stussy, RVCA, Billabong; in online campaigns with Mastercard 
and Desillusion Magazine; and his images have won numerous awards over the years, including being 
voted “Best Photo of the Year” by Surfer Magazine in 2011.

Surf photography requires a certain level of careful planning, hard work and a bit of sheer luck.  When 
asked, Zak says “it’s all about being in the right place at the right time,” a sort of formula for inding 
the best waves of the day.  He follows the wind and tide patterns throughout the week, notes changes 
in weather patterns or inconsistencies and any tips from fellow surfers are always welcome.  

For Zak, surf photography is all about capturing that perfect moment; its a lifestyle, its an art, its a 
passion.

“My purpose through photography is to show 
people a world never before seen, bringing the 

viewers into my images and making them feel as if 
they are in the world’s most famous surf breaks.“

- Zak Noyle
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